From owner-boatanchors@gnu.ai.mit.edu  Sat Dec  3 10:32:57 1994
From: JosephWP@aol.com
Date: Sat, 3 Dec 1994 09:39:19 -0500
Message-Id: <941203093918_4636609@aol.com>
Subject: Collins Part

I have a 500 Kc IF-AF AM Amp board from a Collins set that I cannot identify.
It is on a plug in card with the following part number / ID data:

Collins PN: 528-0238-005

It is part of a set with the following 
Air Force TO: 31R2-4-217-1, 15 Jan 63.

Any help with the nomenclature of the set from which this module comes?

Joseph Pinner + 
Lafayette, LA 
KC5IJD 

From owner-boatanchors@gnu.ai.mit.edu  Sat Dec  3 02:38:49 1994
From: bamodena@csemail
Message-Id: <9412030622.AA101044@csemail.cropsci.ncsu.edu>
Subject: Mildew and Old Rubber....
Date: Sat, 3 Dec 94 1:22:35 EST

> 
> "Para" moth flakes or crystals, more properly called paradichlorobenzene, 
> have been around for many years. ....

Well, you can find it in hardware stores...ask for urinal deoderant
cakes.  It's solid p-dichloro-benzene plus deoderant plus color.

> Paradichlorobenzene, fortunately, is VERY effective at this.
> ...
> 
> I used a mixture of pentane and hexane to dissolve the para, and used a 
                      ^^^^^^^

Hexane isn't so bad, but pentane is soooo much more volatile...you should
understand the flamability danger involved.  The next shorter chain is
butane ==> cricket lighter fuel, liquid only because it is under pressure.

> Do your spraying outdoors.  Stay well away from any spark or flame.  
> ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^
> Remember that static electricity can create sparks that might ignite your 
> solvent so keep your quantities low and be ready for the unexpected!

Yes, really...especially that "unexpected" part....

I worked in a barrel factory.  The pre-paint guy would clean the grease
spots off of the surfaces with something like pentane and hexane.
Well, on break, he still had his cotton glove on when he lit his
cigarette.  There was a roaring noise: the flame was about 12 inches and
burning like a Kuwaiti wellhead...and as the fuel on his glove
exhausted, the flame "jumped" to his shirt sleeve.  A couple of us
jumped him and wrestled him to the ground...while a 3rd threw a
coat on the guy's arm.  I could feel his heart pounding...and there was
pure TERROR in his eyes.  If we had not been there, he would have
died of PANIC reaction.

>..... 
> ...  Avoid direct contact of the para with the 
> books, however.  With time the para evaporates, so you may have to add more 
> every year or two.

Yeap!  This stuff is toxic to your and any living thing's DNA!  That's
how it works.  And yes, it does it by being slowly volatile...like
the flea collar on your pet dog or room mosquito strip.


> 
> FINAL REMINDERS:  Paradichlorobenzene is fairly toxic so avoid skin contact 
> and breathing the fumes.  The solvents are very flammable and potentially 
> explosive.  Be careful!  You want to be around to enjoy the boatanchors you 
> so tenderly restored.
> 

I agree with what Barry is saying...and I'd think about what Barry is
saying before you do it.  :^)

And about boatanchoring and cracking rubber on German headsets:

Both natural rubber (a poly-isoprene) and "synthetic German rubber"
(probably poly-butadiene) are degraded by atmospheric oxygen.  This
is retarded by adding in what are known as free-radical chain terminators.

The flexibility and softness and temperature range effectiveness of the
rubber properties is often controlled by adding a "plasticizer" compound.

Rubber cracks either from oxygen attack or loss of plasticizer.  Something
like Armoral probably contains *both* a plasticizer and an anti-oxidant.

Advanced effects of free radical attack can not be reversed!  Test this 
by straying an "aged" rubber band with Armoral.  But loss of plasticizer
can be reversed by adding it back with a carrier solvant...which
Armoral undoubtedly contains...like spraying it on an old,
cracking oil parka.  :^)

--
73/Steve/AB4EL   ab4el@Cybernetics.NET

From janderson@polycom.com  Sat Dec  3 10:47:47 1994
Date: Sat, 03 Dec 94 07:20:09 PST
From: janderson@polycom.com
Message-Id: <9411037864.AA786468009@ccsmtpgw.polycom.com>
Subject: Re: Mildew and Old Rubber....

     Steve:
     
          Thanks for the reply.  I'd like to ask your opinion of what I 
     plan to do BEFORE I do it, to see if it makes sense.
     
          I have five books that have a very strong musty odor when opened. 
     There is no evidence of mildew on the covers - rather, it is inside, 
     on the pages.  Instead of spraying each page, I thought that I would 
     try the following:
     
          1.  In a 30 gallon garbage can (with lid!) run a number of 
              strings or fishing lines from side to side.
     
          2.  Hang the books from these lines so that the pages fan
              out slightly, pointing down towards the bottom of the
              garbage can (the book bindings are therefore pointing
              up).
     
          3.  At the bottom of the garbage can, place the para flakes.
     
          4.  Put the lid on.
     
          5.  After some time (2 days?) return, open the can, retrieve the
              books, and air them out.
     
     
          Do you think that the para fumes themselves should do the job (as 
     described above)?
     
          Thanks!
     
          - Jeff, WA6AHL

From owner-boatanchors@gnu.ai.mit.edu  Sun Dec  4 03:07:03 1994
From: TOM.A.ADAMS@mail.admin.wisc.edu
Subject:  More Globe King info
Date:     Sun, 04 Dec 94 00:39 CST
Message-Id: <EC403912.EC403922@mail.admin.wisc.edu>

to: boatanchors@gnu.ai.mit.edu

Greetings.

   A couple of things have come up on the Globe King restoration that I'd
better pass along. These fall into the category of cautionary notes for new
users.


   WATCH PA SCREEN CURRENT CAREFULLY! Yours Truly got a bit careless on this
and managed to destroy a PA tube (and 4-250s aren't cheap!).

   In grounded cathode RF power amps using pentodes, there is a constant bal-
ancing act going on between plate loading and grid drive. If there too much
excitation for the level of plate loading, screen current will soar, result-
ing in excessive levels of screen grid heat dissipation. It is easy to leave
the Globe King multimeter in the GRID position during operation, rather than
the SCREEN position. In my case, this resulted in me being unaware that the
screen was pulling in excess of 100 MA, due to excessive grid drive. I melted
the screen, which sent the PA plate current thru the roof.

   Fortunately, the tube in use at the time was my "sacrificial lamb"; a VERY
old and worn broadcast pull-out that I kept around for troubleshooting or
testing unfamiliar rigs. It's main purpose was to spare newer and better tubes
from damage. This valiant old veteran performed that function flawlessly, but
now I've gotta go thru my stock of tubes to choose the NEXT Kamakaze!



   The second item is in regard to PA plate tuning.

   On most bands, the PA tank of the Globe King 500A will exhibit TWO PLATE
CURRENT DIPS!

   Due to the designer's choice of Pi network constants, it is possible to run
the PA as a frequency doubler. This isn't necessarily bad designing by WRL; a
lot of rigs exhibit this same characteristic. It is usually brought about by
the design compromises necessary in the design of practical bandswitching tank
circuits.

   In any event, such accidental operation can and will attract the attention
of the Friendly Cookie Company's monitoring network, not to mention possibly
causing interference to other radio services.

   ALWAYS, WITHOUT EXCEPTION, USE THE DIP WHICH REQUIRES THE MOST PLATE
CAPACITANCE!  THE ONE THAT USES THE LEAST IS THE SECOND HARMONIC OF THE
DESIRED FREQUENCY!

   As another test, the desired dip is usually deeper than that of the harm-
onic (i.e., minimum plate current is less on the correct one).

   Good Luck with all those soon to be resurrected Globe Kings out there!

                                                  Tom, K9TA

From owner-boatanchors@gnu.ai.mit.edu  Sun Dec  4 03:15:19 1994
Date: Sat, 3 Dec 1994 23:14:34 -0800
From: cole@netcom.com (Randy Cole)
Message-Id: <199412040714.XAA05588@netcom12.netcom.com>
Subject: Vintage Bugs (+ a few Straight Keys) For Sale

Boatanchorites:

I've had good luck adding to my Vibroplex collection this year,
and now I find that I'm up to my neck in duplicates.  It
definitely isn't my intention to become a dealer, but sometimes I
have to buy a small collection just to get one or two bugs.

The following is a list of bugs I have for sale, plus one keyer
and a few straight keys.  The bugs have all been thoroughly
cleaned up and any missing parts have been replaced with parts of
the right vintage (unless noted).

So if any of you hollow state addicts would like an anchor for
your boatanchors, this is a chance to get one of the proper
vintage.  They're all in excellent working order.

Because I'm overstocked and feeling the spirit of the the holiday
season :-) I'll include UPS Ground shipping in the price.

I'm generally away from the net a couple of days every week, so I
may not be able to respond quickly, but I will respond to all
inquiries.

Just for the heck of it, I'll tack on the "for trade only" list,
which are scarce bugs of interest mainly to collectors, plus a
list of keys I'm looking for.  Please pass the list on to any key
collector you know.

Randy Cole  KN6W
1216 Alvira St.
Los Angeles, CA  90035

cole@netcom.com
213/939-9847


                    KN6W Sell/Trade List
                       December 1994


All the following keys are complete, clean and in good working
condition except as noted.  If you're not happy with a key for
any reason you can ship it back for a cheerful refund.  I'll also
consider trades for any of them.  Prices are firm and are based
on my acquisition cost, cleanup/restoration time and parts cost,
and the scarcity of the key.


Sell or Trade

                           Vibroplexes

Lightning Bug #143073 (mid 40s).  Black crackle base, 833
Broadway nameplate.  Good to very good condition.  Like all
Vibroplexes of this vintage, the nameplate was brass-painted
steel, and most of the paint on the nameplate is missing.  Black
knobs.  $75

Lightning Bug #173780 (circa 1950).  Black crackle base, 833
Broadway nameplate.  Excellent condition, with original box, cord
and wedge.  The base paint has flaked in a few small places,
which have been touched up with flat black (otherwise the
condition would be mint).  Black knobs.  $100

Original Standard #180051 (early 50s).  Black crackle base, 833
Broadway nameplate.  Very good to excellent condition.  Base
finish has a few nicks on the edge.  Black knobs.  $75

Original Deluxe #200355 (mid 50s).  Chromed base with red knobs,
833 Broadway nameplate.  Excellent condition, maybe even near-
mint.  $85

Champion #204484 (late 50s).  Gray crackle base, 833 Broadway
nameplate.  Very good condition, with some pitting on chrome.
Black knobs.  $65

Presentation (*) #206352 (late 50s).  This bug was originally a
Presentation, but someone removed the gold-plated top plate.  The
base has just been stripped, polished and re-chromed (even the
bottom).  It's now essentially an Original Deluxe with the
adjustable mainspring of a Presentation.  833 Broadway nameplate,
excellent condition.  Red knobs.  $90

Presentation (*) #211529 (late 50s).  As above, formerly a
Presentation, with a re-chromed base and adjustable mainspring.
833 Broadway nameplate, excellent condition.  $90

Presentation #231208 (early 60s).  Chromed base with gold-plated
top plate.  833 Broadway nameplate.  Chrome is in excellent
condition but the gold plate on the base top is somewhat worn
from use.  Red knobs, jeweled bearings and adjustable mainspring
(the only bug made with one).  $90

Original Standard #239254 (mid 60s).  Gray crackle base, 833
Broadway nameplate.  Very good condition overall -- chrome is in
excellent shape.  Black knobs.  Base finish has a few chips
around the edges and a few tiny specks of red-brown paint.  $65.

Original Standard #246782 (mid 60s).  Gray crackle base, 833
Broadway nameplate.  Excellent condition.  Base finish has one
small chip near the right rear corner.  Black knobs.  $75.

Champion #248247 (mid 60s).  Gray crackle base, 833 Broadway
nameplate.  Very good condition.  Base finish a bit worn on a
couple of the corners.  Black knobs.  $70

Champion #252836 (mid 60s).  Gray crackle base, 833 Broadway
nameplate.  Excellent condition.  Black knobs.  $75

                           Other Bugs

Lionel J-36.  Lionel J-36 bugs were made by the Lionel Electric
Train Company during 1942 and 1943, when materials to build
electric trains were unavailable.  They were licensed copies of
the Vibroplex J-36, which was the Signal Corps version of the
Vibroplex Lightning Bug.  Most are missing the plastic nameplate,
which was made of a celluloid or plastic material which shrinks
with time.  Lionel J-36 bugs have a black crackle base, black
knobs, and dark nickel-plated metal parts.

I have three Lionel J-36 bugs without a nameplate.  All are in
good or very good physical condition and excellent working
condition.  $60 each

I have one Lionel J-36 (#2151) with a broken nameplate.  The
right half of the nameplate, which has the serial number, is
curled but still fastened to the bug.  The rest of the nameplate
is in three pieces.  The bug is otherwise in excellent condition.
$75

Japanese BK-100 type.  These were made in the 50s and 60s by the
Hi-Mound Company and sold by Lafayette, Radio Shack and others.
Many carried the "Skillman" brand name.  Sometimes called the
"bug under glass" or "coffin bug", these have a hard black
plastic base with a single black paddle and a clear plastic
cover.  They are actually very well-made items from the period
when "Made in Japan" was a joke.  This one is in excellent
condition with a plastic cover but no brand name.  Like most, it
has four suction-cup feet.  $40

Japanese BK-100 type.  As above, in excellent condition but
missing the plastic cover and the suction-cup feet.  $25

                              Keyer

Vibrokeyer Standard #240015 (mid 60s).  Beige crackle base, 833
Broadway nameplate.  Very good condition overall, some stains on
nameplate.  Red knobs.  This is the non-iambic keyer based mainly
on parts from the Vibroplex bug.  $40

                          Straight Keys

Signal Electric brass landline keys.  I have several of these.
They're the conventional oval-base design, all brass except for
the main lever and the conductor strap from the bottom contact to
the left binding post.  These were originally lacquered, but the
lacquer has mostly worn off leaving a mottled antique appearance.
They can be polished up beautifully but it does take some effort.
$20 each

CJB 26001A Navy key.  This is the Navy's version of the
conventional oval-base straight key, made by J. H. Bunnell.  This
one probably has seen some action, because it looks a bit crusty,
except for the lever, which misht have been replaced, because it
looks perfect.  There is even a little red anchor stenciled on
the left side!  $25

Signal Corps J-38.  The old favorite, complete with black
bakelite base.  Very good condition.  $25


Trade Only

                           Vibroplexes

Model X #11272 (circa 1912).  "Horace G. Martin New York, U.S.A."
nameplate with 3 patent dates, the latest being Jan. 22, 07.
Black Japanned base in average condition with about 25% of
pinstriping visible.  Square pendulum.  Complete except speed
weight, fingerpiece and top spring are probably not original.

Double Lever #74495 (early 20s).  253 Broadway nameplate with 6
patents.  Black Japanned base in good condition with some edge
chips and about 50% pinstriping remaining.  Has "bug" decal in
fair condition.  No speed weight(s).  Overall condition is very
good for a bug of this vintage.

Martin Junior #111199 (late 30s).  796 Fulton nameplate with 7
patents.  This is an unusual transitional bug from the period
when Vibroplex was changing from the black Japanned base to the
black crackle base, and from nickel to chrome plating.  This bug
has black crackle on the base top and sides, and a chrome-plated
main lever, while all other metal parts are nickel-plated.  The
base finish has numerous chips.  Overall condition is average for
a key of this vintage.

McElroy 1938 Deluxe Mac Key (bug) #1321.  This is the late T-bar
McElroy bug with the "marbelized" base finish and the
impressively large nameplate.  Excellent condition except for one
inconspicuous chip in the base finish.  The paddle and knob have
been replaced with two black homebrew paddles, but I could
fabricate original-looking replacements if desired.  I might be
willing to sell this one outright, but these are scarce and
popular and are generally priced accordingly.

Blue Racer Deluxe #146967 (mid 40s).  Narrow chromed base, 833
Broadway nameplate, red knobs.  This bug was badly pitted, and
has been restored to excellent condition.  The base, frame
casting and damper casting have been stripped, polished, and re-
plated.  The dot and dash contact posts have been replaced with
parts of the proper vintage.  The nameplate is a bit dark and the
chrome on the mainspring is flaking.  I also might be willing to
sell this one outright.

Blue Racer Standard #251698 (mid 60s).  Narrow gray crackle base,
833 Broadway nameplate.  Near-mint condition.  A couple of tiny
spots on the nameplate.  One large speed weight.

J-36 (1940).  Black/silver nameplate printed "SIGNAL CORPS U.S.
ARMY / KEY TYPE J-36 / Order No. 1456-NY-41 Date 10-28-40 Serial
No. 216 / MADE BY / THE VIBROPLEX CO., INC. / 796 FULTON ST.,
BROOKLYN, N.Y."  Black crackle base.  Overall condition near
mint.  Chrome plating throughout (many J-36s have nickel-plated
parts).


Current "Want List"


1904-model Vibroplex.  Nameplate says "The Vibroplex, Patented
Aug. 9, 1904, by Horace G. Martin, New York".  Distinguished by
straight (not U-shaped) dot spring and adjustable damper stop
screw.

Vibroplex Blue Racer, WW2 Deluxe Model.  Battleship gray base,
2.5" wide, with red knobs.  May have U-shaped or overhanging
damper assembly.

Camelback.  Looking for a good early camelback (sometimes called
humpback) straight key, such as a Phelps, Williams or Tillotson.

Melehans.  I am always looking for the Melehan double
semiautomatic key which made both dots and dashes mechanically.
I'd also appreciate any written information relating to the
Melehan or Melvin E. Hanson, who held the call W6MFY during the
1940s.

